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SUBJECT: AWACS AND THE SAARLAND 

1 . MOD APEL'S NEGATIVE ATTITUDE TOWARD HAVING AWACS (SHOULD 
IT MATERIALIZE) IN THE SAARLAND HAS EVOKED EXPRESSIONS OF 
REGRET FROM ALL THREE POLITICAL PARTIES IN THAT STATE. 

THE MOD S RESERVATIONS. VOICED AT THE CONCLUSION OF LAST 
WEEK'S BUNDESWEHR COMMANDERS CONFERENCE IN SAARBRUECKEN, 
ARE SAID TO RESULT FROM AN ESTIMATE THAT BASING AWACS IN 
THE SAARLAND WOULD COST DM 600 TO 800 MILLION MORE THAN 
ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS SUCH AS GIELENKIRCHEN NEAR AACHEN. 

2. SAARLAND MINISTER PRESIDENT ROEDER (CDU) EXPRESSED HIS 
REGRET AT APEL'S STATEMENT AND CLAIMED THAT 3,000 
POTENTIAL JOBS WOULD BE LOST IN THE SAAR IF AWACS IS 
BASED ELESEWHERE. HE HAS INDICATED HIS INTENT TO PURSUE 
THE MATTER FURTHER AND IS SUPPORTED BY DEPUTY MINISTER 
PRESIDENT AND ECONOMICS MINISTER WERNER KLUMPP (FDP) 

AS WELL AS BY THE SAAR'S SPD LEADERSHIP CONSISTING OF 
SAARBRUECKEN'S MAYOR OSKAR LAFONTAINE AND LANDTAG SPD 
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FRACTION LEADER FRIEDEL LAEPLLE. ROEDER, LUMPP AND 
LAEPPLE HAVE ALL CLAIMED THAT APEL'S NEGATIVE VIEW ON 
SAARLAND BASING CONTRAVENES ASSURANCES BY FORMER MOD 
GEORG LEBER THAT HE WOULD SUPPORT THE SAAR AS THE BASE 
FOR AWACS SHOULD IT MATERIALIZE. 

3. WHILE POSSIBLE SAARLAND BASING OF AWACS ALSO MEETS 
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WITH SOME LOCAL OPPOSITION FROM ENVIRONMENTALISTS, THERE 
IS NO DOUBT THAT IT WOULD PROVIDE A BADLY NEEDED SHOT 
IN THE ARM TO THE AREA'S DEPRESSED ECONOMY WHICH ACCOUNTS 
FOR THW WIDE SUPPORT THE POTENTIAL POJECT HAS RECCEIVED 
FROM ALL THREE PARTIES AS WELL AS THE LOCAL POLITICS 
BEING PLAYED WITH THE ISSUE.LEHMANN 
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